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by John Stix 


S 85 тээ 


& inest (Paveratt) to jazz legends (СІ Ev mount of time there wil be ã jewel | give myself a deadline. | phone 


moi pril 12, you ere going ouse and 
ıo Us on Fields Of Gold are not just pop radio Its now February. have 19 de the 


iter of vocal melodies Sting nds a way to bring he political io that tme. Then you have to get into some serious 
ирей message one! tothe same audience that ive = кіре one lo тай ist for tre sak 
ШАЛ ave something to 


reed t ed something either about 
is musical magi v andaces and follows few rules, кес ın saying anything There 6 
ИЗ تاي‎ music There hon tne arwases The 
ei e AEE E ready fled up. Why ош! add to 02) ho 
инш ье able to say that if [ve nothing lef to say têl is coherer 
alias then | should say nothing But | а тузе that 11 
ا‎ шла ough it there will be something there. 


was speaking with Les Paul about inventions. asked him if he 
ы Was it always this hard to write music? 
sew things finished in his mind or ft was a matter of tinkering 
until you get it. Les sees the whole thing complete. ls chat SING: Mo Tepe en ose ا‎ 
даа UD hn опу certainty is à terror of the ignorar 
ие er wes talking to Jame 
ather day sald, "ss funny thet yous 

be valéng фош 

endive КЫСА musc very simply We are not intimidated" We 


eris Ала thet takes getting down to work at 91D in Ее 
ЭЛЕ t fragment pores DOT 
join thari ogeiherieither kria Roe 
EAE E NEE OL саран 
ыа E GO gel ue Әле луу 

Ivesti That aces genus But no | have to work hard 

Songwriting «the hardest intelectual pursut i Do you have an instrument of choice to write on? 

кызыгы e STING: | дес to wrte on the gutar | used to sit withthe guitar al do 
avoid The the plague. rather be on tour Tê rather bê а and nay Songs woudl come put afiha took up the sn about 15 
зангаа Terina be a рін е SS say Dese sng wouid come out of the pano. 
wapus a bed pon dive en | қ ee tun маа Ihave is he будо save an dea 
sing. think of amelod and 1 thnk ofa piece of dog. 
ал аел ышы tv tope тине insta then build on that, але forget abour T: used to Бе айе to pi 

and perform my songs for the band. Now {ust pr 


тэг олоод 


whole ile s based ол. And everyone ancurd те, 
their lle s based on ту ung ef thi stil ra wa 16 
a constant source dl ansien yet a constr source of 


pebble in youe shoe dae gets your | 0% 
you could, you would avoid | 
201 22 


do the guitar, bass and piano mean to you ас voices? 


learned the classical guter whe taps pto 


classical mus then anything ele T- 


ears рге The Ray 


ek which | went through from cover to cover as 


doubebiss 


tg man Му mother was a very good piano player | spent most of 
{доо at her feet istering то her play Олс с the great sorrows 


Ife B mat | cant really рау that well.. sound just hadchznces, 


а зоте ір wrong with my brain. сэх slowly get throug Mozart 


ar get trrough standards, And зей enoy it | eno ага. coule 


Id mase a ling asa piano різе Bur agan chats why | write mus 
Because Im nor realy а performer Im rota ertuoso musicir.| have them 


around me, Thats wry "m a songwrtesand Im ghd m a songwriter 


From the оа Пок of Police songs to today one ef the constants in 
your songwriting is the use of dyad Sths and 4ths. Without a 3rd, the 


idea of major or minor remains undefined, 


STING: The amsiguity of «eys and the ambiguity of Ume sigra 


din 


always inrrigues me. | think essertally music is a mystery When there is 


an ambiguity avost the musi, trat excites me more thar cb 


So | ove the tonal areas between majar and mnor If you ask ¿ 


> play something in 7M, they Кл it awkward. | find it 


totaly natural to play in these cerrpoune tme signatures 


Where did you discover this dyad sound heard on songs like“This 
Cowboy Song” "AI This Time" ard “If | Ever Lose My Faith In You?" 


STING: 


sarge 


don't know aner 


it comes бол know what | like, and i's 


cal nfuences 


hink t cf my mus 


actualy go beyond pop mos. v h 


Brought up ir the Catholic C 


anc every Suncay we wou e sing Gregeran Chant. Plan song with һо 


counterpont ro harmony Justincredibe simple melody. 
played the melody to "Fields Of Gold" on the piano with my eight- 
year-old daughter k's almost ike the Christmas carole "oy To The 


Мона" in its simplicity 


STING: simple Whenever 


e there are 


bokat ту musk. 


some fairy complex structural ideas musca rhythmically and Галтолсайу 


"зао 


lam realy disguising the fact that [m ся Нее ОГС: 


(sso simofe Musi 


атре simple tonal coce. Everyone responds 


Л 


z n an emotional way Ik coukin t be simpler That song started 


vith tre guitar Once | гас пре move [two chords], thats а song. 
ick to tand just und it ЧИ to find that адал (laugh) bur 


constant searching through all ends of compie things 


‘Your stylistic stamp on "ҤҮош Love Somebody Set Them Free" is 


pade up of simple close chord voicings on the G, B and E strings that 


wat my interest m" са 


mi 


When | hear you sing. especially on “Why Shot 
think you wane to sound like a soprano sax. | could hea” 


version of that song with a soprano ах. 


STING: Yeah Branford (Маг) anc I hada very good томоо oral. 


His was a voice (on soprano sox simiar to mire. азо thnk women fave. 


been a bigger influence on my singing then rren in ba serse Vthinkabout | 


Ela Fitzgerald or он Machel A. ing | suppose 


because | am a tenor and not ã bartone that) am mere in tar area А 


its ambiguous between a min and è чагал voie. 


Wis | reading tco much into it when | say you phrase like a soprano sx? 


STING: Thats a great compliment. Again you have to lock back on 


what has interested me n the past it was azz 


You ike rock that swings and jazz that rocks. 
STING: Again | love ambiguity | hate he ghettoization of muse 
band beck in 


led Last Ext We played tre Crusaders за lim not 


fm not 


interested in pure jazz | love 


ê Jazz Crusaders We ha 


ту hometown: 


imo pure rock n roll Im interested in these areas of marg el shading, 
For me thats where al the fre лігі where new thing: are forged, 
Net n the ol 


ld sort ойга от xet a muskologst 


lima thet | steal fram everyone unashamedly 


How good a jazz bassist are you! 


STING: Crap Terrble 
is more Ме an athletic pursuit Кеп anything ese Just 


mean its just a matter cf chops Paying 


ing емегубіуі 
played with a bg banû ‘or awh әле |leameda ot of хага | payed 


just about every Kind о muscal gig to eam money Which, aganis in 


fora rock'n'roll artist Mest of us же alow 


stop at Led Zenpalin. | 


Ке cabaret played on sips I's very goed sin ng for ary musician, 


| think 4 you could have been in а band as з lead vocalist, you would 
have chosen Weather Report. 


STING: Ch yeah | would have loved to have cone that Absa 


еу | kved 
these albums Ho Mysterious len when ico Pastorius оле the 


band He just bew me away Hs denth is ch a әске 


Fe we ang r 
this word, God bless him grea: musican, though Weather Report were a 


nce оп mê. Because t was jazz anc it wast juz. was so newt 


Joe Zainul s an teresting character He was n Саглолыа 


кага. Ausırian wero keyboard player ene he bec 


With songs lke “They Dance Alone” and "Russians." you continue to 
successfully couch а political lyric in a рор song, You do it in a way 
that the song is accepted as a great tune, and the lyrics state a strong 


сазе without coming off as preaching. 


STING: You search fora metaphor whenever you approach 


t a metaphor for your 


he 


a subject fora song. With 222 


hat kind of thing 


aye "cet be nappy: lets love each 


ient, but t's banal because it just says А metaph 


an rer ruta tnat is ncortrovertble end a smribolic truth that everyone 


understands without necessarily going "Oh увалу So | never approach 


anise е idea for" Russians” was the ез ol 


without a metipho 


them loving teir chidren ina that | thought everyone could 


Understand le а very obvious statement to 


ut at the time t was 


ihn people werenit that connection. 


the tme ofthe "Ecl Empire” speech from President Reagan anc the 


Rambe 


The Russians were fno 


ubhumans. The 


«зоо of omen dar 


hey D: 


ing with visible part 


тіге, just borrowed ñ for the song 


That's what makes it вэ powerful the 


sap 


Вис salo the music, which is lke a flm score, and the lyrics are the асот, 


=a a 


STING: Once youve got the metaphor ane the 


piration its a trick 


Yous oie You ar 


ngan aural 


alingan aural Їнэ 


Are you the canary in the coal mine? s the artist the first one to try 
and pick up on what is happening in society? 
STING: | 


Link ene of the downsides of eure time i that you are 


Maybe just beca 


about paying the mortgage anymore ог! don't have to clo 


raf 


gor deve through the rush 


actually can st at home and worry Maybe tha 


л art6ts jabs to worry. 


to articulate that anxiety 


o be аласы ох fora path our. Most 


ple havert got time until its too bt 


| once asked Brian Wilson which song he would have liked to have 
gotten more attention, He said, "In My Room” Is there a song you. 


wish had gotten more attention than it did? 


ING: at about all of them No I think the value 


m 


stands as it is without commercial regard | dont care that much 


whether it was аһ or net.| knot 


its value. Asking me to separate the 


songs out is a bit like asking mea which chicken | ike best 


But there may have been а child that was thought of as а runt 


STING: Is been neglected. There have been a ‘ew 


single had. 


When We Cancel" when hed a fat 


kind of sta 


nd rapa 


think radio was a bt concerned about it There 


ris f enough 


It was just a itle tabla That kind of get swept unde ê U 


Do you transpose it for guitar or let Dominic Miler do i: 


STING: we 


у do i together he two of us 


хон ол gutar Dominic is great He is classically trained ard a great tool 


to have around. 


What is the story behind “IfYou Love Somebody Set Them Free!” 


STING: What | trink 5 interesting about shat song is used exactly the 


chords for another so "ou Love 


No one every really not 


Ico" Ergishrrart n New York’ tt wes purely tention, 


е ever picked up on it 


It took me a while to realize che drums in "Englishman" were meant 


to signify a part of New York Gry 


STING: 


ry to create that зо 


ab ñ was kind of yk just 


е sek colage of Мєн” 


street vibe you get here a 


goes by with 
sound system ard then ус lub, ahd there i 


happen 


passa hing ese 


Iwas crazy: ts a 


thous nee litle ure: 


Why are you ruining it with al this weird shil?" sud, "No, that! 


be song is about” | had arguments withthe producer My management 


you dong" sai."Sorry this в what | want I'm trying 


create a colhge,a musca im. 


Tell me aboue the gente arpeggio guitar song, "Fragile" 


STING: dort snow where that came ror Actalyits antecedent w 


Ву On the Night” They have the same base thing Its just dooding 
ага fve агу: loved Spanish guitar usc. cart play Every well but ts 


deor nfuenee.| ways go ‘or that sor 


cf Spanish guitar style more than 


жүлге or the country ing "This Conboy 


g isa banjo part really 


[и тегез me rore than root 5th chores gorg up e whole step. 


Hour style leaves a lot of space in the arrangements. 


BTING: As a bass player and a singer! Ind that Ез a very good position 


Û ead a band from, Hamonicaly unless you play а C, whatever the 


is playing se ta C chord urtil you play the tonic You are controlling 


harmony cl the band You are also c 


troling t dyramealyin avery 


le way Having the Yop voice as wel, the bard is sandwiched in 


ween my choices. ike a 


Again. asa 


is player's qute hard to sing 


Jay the bass at the sume time, Contrapuntally i's n 


ring dong Youve got to work things out n a very stu 


manner 


Bh thin | develo 


style of leaving gaps ог leaving holes to 


he music to breathe. iri ore of 1 


ings | object 


ор music is that it doesnt breathe. I sourds 


music that comes rom anxiety: It creates more anxiety: t's 


Maybe [m just 04 [want muske to 


gege me intelectualyinot necessarily violenti 


Ver as arrangements, when the band comes, do you assign parts! 


ING: | have a fairly good icon of the arrangement before we get 


Banc stage. | have an arrangement written, its already there. It 
Bounds lice x song But | don't wart to ever say thats it: Because | fnd 


at уйе allowing musi 


peters that you set Ane 
71720 


u always get som 


ing better then you 


on. | use some of the best musicians in the world. Im 


оло te эге hand behind their back with color and уос у. 


азаа Dave Sancious 


rilart w 


‘ord voicings Tl gadly take 


[ot for some of his 


“hey accther own colors thnk thats прочь But these are the 


ings The meat of the stut is there and then 


structured 


Jbisand eyre жгу carefully i а regular album, there are 
төге sorg He "ict Augustine ly Hell” which is about playing It 


Жол amming, "Bring On The Night" from the Ive record, was all about 


‘he band The hs songs generally aren't These songs are much more 


ЕТЕР 


"AITTHs Time? bas далак 5% 5 
ING. I sounded a bit Ike Paul Simon early оліп fact. brought Paul 


ino the studio when we were icing that and заа одай a Pal 
oo. 
ПЕ а 


Simon song" He said." 


"Nothing lie t” sae. ceînitel 


detected an influence there. Again, i's very атмо. t's a 
he 


cut ging 


the буй rights to your 


Burial at sea, or whatever. ts a realy happy 


іше aunty song unti you sctucl ister to It ts about death Agam that 


(strange сотту чарот) interests me, | love all thal tu 


"Well Be Together" is the one and only lead-guitar song, 


STING: We! Be Toge 


has an interesting hist 


ry was actualy a 
beer commercial Sometimes | tace jobs ол just 10 be a journeyman, 


write a song for a commercial What is 


1% Krin beer The Japanese 


l ve want š the word gether" wrote this song in five minutes, 


it The record comas 


said" Real 


y loved it They said, 


"This sounds like a бізде ee is nothing to & Bur rie 


"f Ever Lose My Faith In You" has the rare sbesrring strum to start he chorus. 


STING 


hat was Domi 


за a keyboard song written 


Hammond organ scurd. | асах know wher 


x that, bur t was a big 


"it The guitar part was smple. It wae my guta port suppose whan 


vou write a bunch of songs, you are constartly looking (оға арр, 


flag to end ev 
22122 
its very drect w 


ing peopl 

y up And емегуй 

ecord was so sur had this Порто [m 

iar knê of vehicle порси ay otherwise 
iting and then уо. 

s very clear when you ha 


ye that n you 


juve got something you can present it Without it youre just 


How do the lyrics come out! 


STING: Ihave a sort cf reservoir of little Fagments whi 


ey tho а home: Thet s something | d 
around she garden fer —€— 
the headphones and just walk! p v country where са 

scream and yell People tink [m crazy í they е 
hal way. ideas ust come, Fre 


ething that makes absolutely no sense ard you 
think 


the rics or the lyric wrtes the melody ts that land of symbiosis 


works best with the simplest so 
wore the lyric and the үг 
at really fgure out a sut 


sight "When W 


nad equality bet and the words. Again, 


You are never in a hurry to say what you want to say 
lyrically or musically. No matter how simple із, Шеге 


will be new things as the song goes by 


STING: | just think thats good songwriting ou 


You have to mpleste the 


al of your wales meda 
eese You ld whatever you have inside something 
You reveal it soul lis Ike seduction There sa diference 
between Something that is erotic агч something that s 
gomegraohie ls very simple to me: You dorit show 
реоое те рыть ast not interesting But the 
“whole idea of romance and the Hidden nature or 


mystery of musical sex š something that | support: 


songin the sido with sta drum. arp 


chorus isa real guitar a tension betwee! 


Do you say to yourself, The verse has all the tension, | want to 


release it in the chorus? 


STING: 1 dont Ike to carry ft that way | just know it instinctively 


to Eb major he s 


a Howdd 
He si Yeah bu 


its the rg p Its the 


зог Kaven't been taught that Im really happy that | лон stine 


the right place to Javing not been taugt 


people are surprised that right dec 


час Still My Beating Heart” has a great bass line. | realized later, thats 


the beating heart. 


STING: | enjoyed that | wrote that song for Whitney Houston B 


so long h writing that she finished her album by the me it 


career out of very smole direct b 


Did you hav to go through busy period to arrire at this яа of simply? 


STING: ooh. you go rough infuerces You pile as mary layers an 


ав you can into a piece of canvas and then you scrape them away 
| dawn toils bsc consituents and then you have а song Agan, I Гус 
ашке the ва hat Im lost by overolayiag evecompecssting wine 
too many уге beng too verbose tos pompeus: 
‘You have this medium heartbent tempo you enjoy playing in. lis he 
Dire Strats and Steely Dan thing-the feel and groove of the rhythm 


section are perfect. 


STING: That was one of my problems with Же Polce: We didnt have 


‘that The Pole were a very frenetic band Tensori between the instrumen: 
tem posse, в something tat! ove. As a bass plays! ike to pish 
agicstthe est al the ie, т lorg as thit nears rid That tenson is 
has lis With the Police, Stewart (Copeland) the drummer Кейс 


“push the bea on Stein ol us were racing to е coch and iss 


а м ‘the band 


cig no vint ardt ply 
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— some-one, 
whip ping boy, 


youcan do— the same. 
someone to dee рім, 


If you wan na keep 
Or a pris’ 


something pre- cious, got lo lock it up and _ throw away the key You want to hold on te 
mer in the dak tied up in chainsyou jut can’t see Ora 
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